All about trees!

A tree health workshop series @ UNM

 

The second workshop of the summer series at UNM, sponsored by the UNM Landscape Department will be on June 23rd 2010, from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. The focus of this workshop will be the planting process and its impact on successful establishment.

Trees develop according to conditions in the growing field or container, combined with conditions at the site where the tree is to be planted. Problems present in the rootball may make establishment at the new site difficult or impossible. During planting extra soil may be added over the top of the primary roots and encircling roots may also be present. These conditions can have a dramatic effect on the tree as it becomes established, or problems may not become apparent until long after planting. The consequences of these various conditions can be catastrophic.

Our two-hour workshop will begin with a brief review of the diagnostic process and then we will visit several sites on campus and see some of these problems in the landscape. Techniques for identifying problems during a site inspection and the steps necessary to correct them (if possible) after their discovery will be demonstrated. We will use a variety of tools and techniques including our air-spade to reveal defects

If you select, plant, or maintain landscape plantings and you have had problems with post-planting establishment you should attend this session. For directions, please RSVP with Bryan Suhr by 6/21/10 for the workshop @ bsuhr@unm.edu or at 277-1066 (voice mail). Parking and bus service are limited so RSVP as early as possible.

The last workshop, planned for July 21, 2010 will be a walking tour of the UNM campus arboretum to look at some of the new trees planted in the last ten years and how they are performing in the landscape. The focus will be on the maintenance needed to transition new trees from ‘nursery trees’ to become amenity trees.

 

