


The property is located in the Village of Corrales , next to the Sandoval lateral that 
supplies irrigation water from the Rio Grande River. 



 

Sandoval lateral with residence in background 



The owner wanted something very simple that would complement the architecture of 
rammed earth, concrete and rusted steel. 



 

Some screening of the residence from the road was 
also desirable 



The landscape design is meant to be viewed as a field of color and texture that continually 
transforms. The changes operate at many scales of time, from the daily passage of shadows 
from west to east, to seasonal changes of density, height and color, to yearly changes of 
pattern wrought by the reseeding of successful plants and the disappearance of grasses not 
compatible with their placement. 
 
This design incorporates chance and change as an integral part of its aesthetic. The 
recurrence of individual forms and the repeating lines of the furrows create a backdrop 
against which variations are displayed. Cycles of growth are enriched by the fluid patterns 
and sounds of wind movement. 
 
Maintenance for the site is straightforward and carried out several times a year. Grasses are 
left standing over the winter to provide interest and offer shelter and food for wildlife. In the 
late winter the grasses are harvested for livestock, clearing the way for another cycle of 
growth. 



The furrows and the architecture 



 

Contrasting forms 



A muted but ever-changing palette 



Edge between planting and driveway is blurred 



 

Autumn is the culmination of the yearly cycle, 
with the richest and most dense growth 



The field was laser levelled and plowed by a local farmer 



Several thousand native grasses laid out according to the planting plan 
and ready to go in 



Drip irrigation laid out to each small plant 

The system will be abandoned once the grasses have established 



First growth 



 

The varying heights and shapes of the grasses start to become evident 



Mature grasses ripening 

 Flowering spikes catch the light in different ways 



The client likes to have some grasses harvested and leave some standing to 
create yet more patterns 



Harvesting the grasses for the horses and mules 



Drawing on the history of agriculture in the Rio Grande valley - 
inspiration for the formal patterning 
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Contrasting the geometry of a plowed field with the softness and movement of native 
grasses which will grow and change over time 

The furrows likewise  will gradually melt back into the ground 
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• The property is located in the Village of 
Corrales , next to the Sandoval lateral that 
supplies irrigation water from the Rio Grande 
River. 
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Exploration of changing shapes, textures and colors over the 
course of a year 

The landscape is conceived as a living tapestry 



• Planting plan 
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Native grasses selected for their height, color, 
texture and suitability as forage 





The plan may clearly be seen and the changes tracked in 
satellite photos like those from Google Earth 



Landscape Architect:  Judith Wong 
Architect: Efthimios Maniatis 

Irrigation Specialist: Hunter Ten Broeck 
Native Plants Consultant: Judith Phillips 


